
Accompaniment for the String Orchestra:
Class Method for Beginning Musicians - A
Comprehensive Review
Accompaniment for the String Orchestra is a class method for beginning
string orchestra musicians by David Watkin and Jasper Waldbauer. The
method is designed to teach students the fundamentals of playing
accompaniment in an orchestra setting, including rhythm, intonation,
bowing techniques, and ensemble skills. This article will provide a
comprehensive review of the method, discussing its pedagogical approach,
exercises, repertoire, and strengths and weaknesses.
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Accompaniment for the String Orchestra uses a循序渐进approach to
teaching accompaniment skills. The method begins with simple exercises
that focus on developing basic rhythm and intonation skills. As students
progress, the exercises become more complex and challenging,
introducing new bowing techniques and ensemble skills. The method also
includes a variety of repertoire pieces that allow students to practice their
accompaniment skills in a musical context.

One of the strengths of this method is its focus on developing ensemble
skills. The exercises and repertoire pieces are all designed to help students
learn how to play together as an ensemble. The method also includes a
number of tips and advice on how to rehearse and perform as an orchestra.

Exercises

The exercises in Accompaniment for the String Orchestra are well-written
and progressive. The exercises cover a wide range of topics, including
rhythm, intonation, bowing techniques, and ensemble skills. The exercises
are also varied in terms of difficulty, making the method suitable for
students of all levels.

One of the strengths of this method is its use of a variety of bowing
techniques. The exercises introduce students to a variety of bowing
techniques, including slurred bowing, detached bowing, and spiccato
bowing. This helps students to develop a well-rounded bowing technique.

Repertoire

The repertoire in Accompaniment for the String Orchestra is varied and
engaging. The pieces are all well-suited for beginning orchestra students
and provide a variety of musical styles and genres.



One of the strengths of this method is its use of a variety of musical styles.
The pieces in the repertoire include classical, folk, jazz, and popular music.
This helps students to develop a broad musical vocabulary.

Strengths and Weaknesses

Accompaniment for the String Orchestra is a well-written and effective
class method for beginning string orchestra musicians. The method's循序渐
进approach, well-written exercises, and varied repertoire make it a valuable
resource for teachers and students alike.

One of the strengths of this method is its focus on developing ensemble
skills. The exercises and repertoire pieces are all designed to help students
learn how to play together as an ensemble. The method also includes a
number of tips and advice on how to rehearse and perform as an orchestra.

However, there are a few minor weaknesses in the method. One weakness
is the lack of a teacher's manual. A teacher's manual would provide
additional support for teachers using the method. Another weakness is the
lack of audio recordings of the repertoire pieces. Audio recordings would
help students to learn the pieces more quickly and easily.

Overall, Accompaniment for the String Orchestra is a valuable resource for
teachers and students alike. The method's循序渐进approach, well-written
exercises, and varied repertoire make it a valuable resource for teaching
accompaniment skills to beginning string orchestra musicians.
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