
Build Walking Bass Lines in 14 Days: A
Comprehensive Guide to Mastering the Art of
Walking Bass
Walking bass lines are a fundamental element of jazz, blues, and funk
music. They provide a solid rhythmic foundation for the rest of the band and
can add a touch of sophistication and groove to any performance. If you're
a bass player, learning how to build walking bass lines is an essential skill
that will open up a whole new world of musical possibilities.

In this guide, we'll break down the process of building walking bass lines
into 14 easy-to-follow steps. We'll cover everything from choosing the right
notes to creating a solid rhythmic feel. By the end of this guide, you'll have
all the tools you need to start building your own walking bass lines.

Build Walking Bass Lines in 14 Days: Jazz and Blues
Bass Lines for Upright and Electric Bass (Play Music in
14 Days) by Clay Schaub

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 7839 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 267 pages
Lending : Enabled

Step 1: Choose the Right Notes
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The first step to building a walking bass line is to choose the right notes.
The notes you choose will depend on the chord progression you're playing
over. In general, you'll want to choose notes that are part of the chord or
that are closely related to it. For example, if you're playing over a C major
chord, you could use the notes C, E, G, and A.

Step 2: Create a Rhythmic Feel

Once you've chosen your notes, it's time to create a rhythmic feel. The
most common rhythm for walking bass lines is the quarter-note triplet feel.
This means that you'll play three notes per beat, with the first note being
accented.
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The quarter-note triplet feel is the most common rhythm for walking bass lines.

Step 3: Add Syncopation

Syncopation is a great way to add interest to your walking bass lines.
Syncopation means playing notes on the off-beats, or in between the beats.
This can create a sense of movement and groove.
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Step 4: Use Ghost Notes

Ghost notes are lightly played notes that are used to add a sense of
movement to your walking bass lines. Ghost notes are typically played on
the off-beats, and they can be used to create a variety of different rhythmic
effects.
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Ghost notes can add a sense of movement to your walking bass lines.

Step 5: Walk Up and Walk Down

Walking up and walking down are two common techniques used to create
movement in walking bass lines. Walking up means playing notes that are
higher in pitch, while walking down means playing notes that are lower in
pitch.
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Step 6: Use Chromatic Notes

Chromatic notes are notes that are not part of the key of the song you're
playing. Chromatic notes can add a touch of spice to your walking bass
lines, and they can be used to create a variety of different effects.
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Chromatic notes can add a touch of spice to your walking bass lines.

Step 7: Experiment with Different Rhythms

Don't be afraid to experiment with different rhythms for your walking bass
lines. There are many different ways to create a groove, and the best way
to find out what works for you is to experiment.
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Step 8: Practice, Practice, Practice

The key to mastering walking bass lines is practice. The more you practice,
the better you'll become at it. Try to practice for at least 30 minutes each
day, and focus on developing a solid rhythmic feel. You can also practice
walking bass lines over different chord progressions to improve your ability
to choose the right notes.
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The key to mastering walking bass lines is practice.

Step 9: Listen to the Masters

One of the best ways to improve your walking bass skills is to listen to the
masters. There are many great bass players who have mastered the art of
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walking bass, and you can learn a lot by listening to their playing. Some of
the best bass players to listen to for walking bass lines include:

Charles Mingus

Paul Chambers

Ray Brown

Jaco Pastorius

Marcus Miller
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Step 10: Find a Playing Buddy

Another great way to improve your walking bass skills is to find a playing
buddy. Having someone to play with can help you stay motivated and
provide you with feedback on your playing. You can find a playing buddy by
joining a local music group or by posting an ad online.

Find a playing buddy to help you stay motivated and provide you with feedback.

Step 11: Play in a Band

Once you have a solid foundation in walking bass, you can start playing in
a band. Playing in a band will give you the opportunity to put your skills to
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use and to learn from other musicians. You can find a band to join by
auditioning for local bands or by posting an ad online.

Step 12: Record Yourself

One of the best ways to improve your walking bass skills is to record
yourself. Recording yourself will allow you to hear what you're playing and
to identify areas where you can improve. You can record yourself using a
microphone or by using a direct input box.
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Record yourself to hear what you're playing and to identify areas where you can
improve.

Step 13: Get Feedback from Others

Once you have recorded yourself, you can get feedback from others. You
can ask your playing buddy, your bandmates, or even your bass teacher to
listen to your recordings and to give you feedback. Feedback from others
can help you to identify areas where you can improve.
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The Texas Colorado River: A Vital Resource for
Central Texas Sponsored by the Meadows
Center for Water and the Environment
The Texas Colorado River is an 862-mile-long river that flows from West
Texas to the Gulf of Mexico. It is the longest river in Texas and the 18th-
longest river in the...

Crochet Irish Projects For Beginners: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Art of Traditional
Lace
Crochet Irish lace, with its intricate patterns and delicate textures, is a
captivating form of fiber art that has graced the world of fashion and
home decor for centuries....
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