
End Zone: A Penetrating Examination of
Football, Society, and the American Dream
Don DeLillo's 1972 novel, End Zone, is a poignant and thought-provoking
exploration of the intersection between football, society, and the American
Dream. Set in a dystopian future where the sport has become a highly
ritualized form of entertainment, the novel dissects the complexities of
identity, the search for meaning, and the corrosive effects of a society
obsessed with spectacle and violence.

The Gridiron as a Microcosm of Society

At the heart of End Zone lies the gridiron, which DeLillo transforms into a
microcosm of American society. The rigid rules, intense competition, and
unwavering adherence to tradition within the game mirror the broader
societal structures that shape and constrain individuals. The players
become symbols of the societal forces that drive individuals towards
conformity and assimilation.
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The Search for Identity in a Dystopian World

Amidst the overwhelming spectacle of football, the characters in End Zone
grapple with their own sense of identity and purpose. Gary Harkness, the
novel's protagonist, struggles to reconcile his love for the game with his
growing disillusionment with its violence and commercialization. Through
Harkness's journey, DeLillo explores the complexities of individuality and
the search for authenticity in a society that values uniformity and
conformity.

The Corrosion of the American Dream
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End Zone also serves as a critique of the American Dream, questioning its
viability in a world consumed by materialism and superficiality. DeLillo
depicts a society where the pursuit of material success and individual
recognition has replaced traditional values and a sense of community. The
novel suggests that the American Dream has become distorted,
commodified, and ultimately unattainable for many.

End Zone critiques the corrosive effects of materialism and superficiality on the
American Dream.
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The Tension between Tradition and Modernity

Throughout End Zone, DeLillo juxtaposes the traditional values associated
with football against the encroaching forces of modernity. The game's
rituals and pageantry are depicted as a desperate attempt to preserve a
sense of order and stability in a rapidly changing world. However, DeLillo
suggests that these traditions are ultimately futile and that society must
embrace change and progress to avoid stagnation and irrelevance.

End Zone is a complex and challenging novel that continues to resonate
with readers today. Its examination of football, society, and the American
Dream remains relevant in a world grappling with its own identity crisis and
the corrosive effects of consumerism and spectacle. DeLillo's masterful
prose and incisive insights make End Zone an enduring work of literature
that invites multiple readings and interpretations.

Additional Resources

The New Yorker's review of End Zone

The Guardian's review of End Zone

NPR's review of End Zone
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The Texas Colorado River: A Vital Resource for
Central Texas Sponsored by the Meadows
Center for Water and the Environment
The Texas Colorado River is an 862-mile-long river that flows from West
Texas to the Gulf of Mexico. It is the longest river in Texas and the 18th-
longest river in the...

Crochet Irish Projects For Beginners: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Art of Traditional
Lace
Crochet Irish lace, with its intricate patterns and delicate textures, is a
captivating form of fiber art that has graced the world of fashion and
home decor for centuries....
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