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Early Life and Education

Freya Zoose Emily Butler was born on October 15, 1883, in Waterloo,
Iowa. From a young age, she exhibited extraordinary intelligence and an
unyielding determination to pursue her dreams. Despite the prevailing
gender norms of her time, Freya's parents encouraged her thirst for
knowledge and supported her aspirations.

In 1903, she enrolled at the University of Iowa College of Medicine, one of
the few institutions that admitted women at the time. As a medical student,
Freya faced numerous challenges due to her gender. She was prohibited
from participating in certain anatomy classes and often encountered
prejudice from male classmates and professors. Nevertheless, her
resilience and determination prevailed.

Pioneering Career in Medicine

After graduating from medical school in 1907, Dr. Butler embarked on a
groundbreaking career in medicine. She specialized in surgery, a field
dominated by men. With her exceptional skills and unwavering dedication,
she became one of the first female surgeons in the United States.
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Dr. Butler's pioneering work in gynecology and obstetrics earned her
widespread recognition. She established a private practice in Chicago,
where she dedicated herself to providing compassionate care to women.
She also served as a surgeon at several hospitals, including the Women's
Hospital of Chicago and the Mercy Hospital.

Advocacy for Women's Rights

Beyond her medical achievements, Dr. Butler was a staunch advocate for
women's rights. She believed that women deserved equal access to
education, employment, and political representation. She became actively
involved in suffrage movement, working alongside prominent suffragists
such as Carrie Chapman Catt and Alice Paul.

Dr. Butler's advocacy for women's rights extended beyond the suffrage
movement. She spoke out against gender discrimination in the medical
profession and campaigned for the legal protection of women's
reproductive rights. Her tireless efforts contributed to significant
advancements in women's rights and equality.

Later Life and Legacy

Dr. Butler retired from medicine in 1948, after a remarkable career
spanning over four decades. She dedicated her later years to writing and
public speaking, sharing her experiences as a woman in medicine and
continuing to advocate for women's rights.

Freya Zoose Emily Butler passed away on May 1, 1952, at the age of 68.
Her enduring legacy as a pioneering physician, surgeon, and women's
rights advocate continues to inspire generations of women pursuing
careers in medicine and advocating for social justice.



Freya Zoose Emily Butler was a true trailblazer who broke down barriers
and paved the way for women in medicine and beyond. Her unwavering
determination, exceptional surgical skills, and tireless advocacy for
women's rights left an indelible mark on American history. Dr. Butler's
legacy serves as a reminder of the transformative power of resilience,
passion, and the unwavering belief in the equality of all individuals.
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The Texas Colorado River: A Vital Resource for
Central Texas Sponsored by the Meadows
Center for Water and the Environment
The Texas Colorado River is an 862-mile-long river that flows from West
Texas to the Gulf of Mexico. It is the longest river in Texas and the 18th-
longest river in the...
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