
King Alfred and the Queen's Missing Crown: A
Tale of Mystery and Discovery

In the annals of English history, King Alfred the Great stands as a towering
figure, renowned for his wisdom, his military prowess, and his reforms that
laid the foundation for a unified and prosperous nation. Yet, amidst his
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many accomplishments, one enigmatic episode has captured the
imagination of historians and treasure hunters alike: the mystery of the
Queen's missing crown.

The Lost Crown

In the late 9th century, as Alfred's reign reached its zenith, his beloved wife,
Queen Ealhswith, was crowned in a lavish ceremony at Westminster
Abbey. As a testament to her status and the power of the Wessex dynasty,
she donned a magnificent crown adorned with gold, jewels, and intricate
carvings.
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However, fate had a cruel twist in store. Shortly after the coronation, the
Queen's crown vanished without a trace. Panic spread through the royal
household as servants and courtiers desperately searched every nook and
cranny of the palace. Rumors spread like wildfire that the crown had been
stolen by nefarious plotters, perhaps even by enemies of the king.
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The King's Investigation

King Alfred was devastated by the loss of his wife's crown. Not only was it a
cherished heirloom, but it also symbolized the authority and prestige of the
monarchy. Determined to uncover the truth, he ordered a thorough
investigation.

Messengers were dispatched to the far corners of the kingdom, questioning
witnesses and searching for any sign of the missing crown. The king
himself interrogated suspects, scrutinizing their alibis and motives. Yet,
despite the intensive efforts, the crown seemed to have disappeared into
thin air.

Ancient Legends and Modern Discoveries

As centuries passed, the mystery of the Queen's missing crown became
the subject of countless legends and folklore. Some tales suggested that
the crown had been cursed and brought misfortune upon its possessor.
Others whispered that it had been hidden away by a jealous courtier,
patiently awaiting the opportune moment to reclaim it.

In the late 19th century, a remarkable discovery rekindled interest in the
legend. During renovations at Glastonbury Abbey, workers stumbled upon
a stone chest concealed beneath the altar. Inside lay a collection of ancient
artifacts, including a gold crown encrusted with precious stones.

Was this the long-lost crown of Queen Ealhswith? Historians debated the
evidence, but the mystery remained unsolved. The Glastonbury crown, now
known as the "Alfred Jewel," became a priceless symbol of Anglo-Saxon
craftsmanship, but its connection to the missing crown remained elusive.



Intriguing Speculations

Over the years, various theories have emerged about the fate of the
Queen's missing crown. Some scholars believe that it was melted down
and repurposed, its valuable materials used to create new treasures.
Others suggest that it was lost during a battle or siege, falling into the
hands of enemies or scavengers.

Another intriguing speculation links the missing crown to the Vikings. In the
years following Alfred's reign, Viking raiders wreaked havoc on England,
plundering churches and monasteries. It is possible that the crown was
taken as loot during one of these raids, disappearing into the vast expanse
of the Viking world.

The Enduring Legacy

Despite the enduring mystery surrounding the Queen's missing crown, its
legacy continues to fascinate and inspire. The episode serves as a
reminder of the fragility of power and the enduring bond between a king
and his people.

The search for the crown has captivated historians, treasure hunters, and
the public alike, becoming a symbol of the allure of the unknown and the
enduring fascination with the past. As long as the mystery remains
unsolved, the legend of King Alfred and the Queen's missing crown will
continue to intrigue and enchant generations to come.

The mystery of King Alfred and the Queen's missing crown remains one of
the most enduring enigmas of English history. Despite the exhaustive
investigations and intriguing discoveries, the whereabouts of the crown
remain unknown.



Whether it was stolen, lost in war, or hidden away for centuries, the fate of
the Queen's crown continues to tantalize historians and treasure hunters
alike. Its legacy as a symbol of power, prestige, and the enduring allure of
the unknown will forever be etched in the annals of time.
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The Texas Colorado River: A Vital Resource for
Central Texas Sponsored by the Meadows
Center for Water and the Environment
The Texas Colorado River is an 862-mile-long river that flows from West
Texas to the Gulf of Mexico. It is the longest river in Texas and the 18th-
longest river in the...
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Crochet Irish Projects For Beginners: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Art of Traditional
Lace
Crochet Irish lace, with its intricate patterns and delicate textures, is a
captivating form of fiber art that has graced the world of fashion and
home decor for centuries....
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