
Networks and Ties That Influence
Contemporary Ukraine: Soviet and Post-
Soviet
Ukraine is a country with a rich and complex history. It has been shaped by
many different factors, including its geography, its people, and its
relationships with other countries. In recent years, Ukraine has been at the
center of a number of geopolitical events, including the Euromaidan
Revolution and the ongoing conflict in eastern Ukraine.

To understand contemporary Ukraine, it is important to understand the
networks and ties that have influenced its development. These networks
and ties include:
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Soviet heritage: Ukraine was part of the Soviet Union for over 70
years. This period had a profound impact on Ukraine's political,
economic, and social development. Many of the institutions and
structures that exist in Ukraine today were created during the Soviet
period.

Post-Soviet transition: After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Ukraine
became an independent country. This transition was a difficult one, as
Ukraine had to create new institutions and structures and develop new
relationships with other countries.

European integration: Ukraine has been seeking to integrate with
Europe since the early 1990s. This process has been gradual, but
Ukraine has made significant progress in recent years. Ukraine is now
a member of the Council of Europe and has signed an Association
Agreement with the European Union.

Russian influence: Russia has a long history of involvement in
Ukraine. Russia has been the dominant power in Ukraine for much of
its history, and it continues to play a significant role in Ukrainian politics
and economy.

Civil society: Civil society in Ukraine is vibrant and active. There are
many different NGOs and other civil society organizations that work on
a variety of issues, including human rights, democracy, and economic
development.

These networks and ties have played a major role in shaping contemporary
Ukraine. They have influenced Ukraine's political, economic, and social
development, and they continue to play a role in shaping Ukraine's future.



Political Networks and Ties

The political networks and ties that influence Ukraine are complex and
ever-changing. These networks and ties include:

Oligarchs: Oligarchs are wealthy individuals who have significant
influence over Ukrainian politics and economy. Oligarchs often control
major businesses and media outlets, and they use their wealth to
influence political decisions.

Political parties: Ukraine has a multi-party political system. The major
political parties include the Party of Regions, the Batkivshchyna Party,
and the UDAR Party.

Civil society organizations: Civil society organizations play an
important role in Ukrainian politics. They advocate for different
interests and perspectives, and they help to hold the government
accountable.

International organizations: International organizations, such as the
European Union and the United States, also play a role in Ukrainian
politics. These organizations provide financial and technical assistance
to Ukraine, and they also help to mediate between different political
factions.

These networks and ties are constantly interacting with each other, and
they have a major impact on Ukrainian politics. For example, oligarchs
often use their wealth to influence political parties, and civil society
organizations often work with international organizations to promote their
goals.

Economic Networks and Ties



The economic networks and ties that influence Ukraine are also complex
and ever-changing. These networks and ties include:

Oligarchs: Oligarchs also play a major role in the Ukrainian economy.
They control many of the country's largest businesses, and they use
their wealth to influence economic policy.

Foreign investors: Foreign investors play an important role in the
Ukrainian economy. They provide investment capital, and they help to
create jobs.

International financial institutions: International financial institutions,
such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, also
play a role in the Ukrainian economy. These institutions provide loans
and technical assistance to Ukraine, and they help to stabilize the
economy.

These networks and ties are constantly interacting with each other, and
they have a major impact on the Ukrainian economy. For example,
oligarchs often use their wealth to influence foreign investors, and
international financial institutions often work with the government to
promote economic reforms.

Social Networks and Ties

The social networks and ties that influence Ukraine are also complex and
ever-changing. These networks and ties include:

Family and friends: Family and friends play an important role in
Ukrainian society. They provide support and assistance, and they help
to shape people's values and beliefs.



Community organizations: Community organizations, such as
churches, schools, and sports clubs, also play an important role in
Ukrainian society. They provide opportunities for people to socialize
and connect with each other.

Social media: Social media is playing an increasingly important role in
Ukrainian society. It allows people to connect with each other, share
information, and organize for action.

These networks and ties are constantly interacting with each other, and
they have a major impact on Ukrainian society. For example, family and
friends often influence people's political views, and social media can be
used to mobilize people for social change.

The networks and ties that influence contemporary Ukraine are complex
and ever-changing. These networks and ties include Soviet heritage, post-
Soviet transition, European integration, Russian influence, civil society,
political parties, oligarchs, foreign investors, international financial
institutions, family and friends, community organizations, and social media.
These networks and ties interact with each other in a variety of ways, and
they have a major impact on Ukrainian politics, economy, and society.

Understanding the networks and ties that influence Ukraine is essential for
understanding the country's past, present, and future. These networks and
ties will continue to shape Ukraine's development in the years to come.
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