
Ray Luzier S Double Bass Drum Techniques:
Private Lessons With Video Access Included

Ray Luzier, the renowned drummer for Korn and KXM, has captivated
audiences worldwide with his thunderous double bass drum mastery. His
innovative techniques have revolutionized the modern drumming
landscape, inspiring countless drummers to push the boundaries of their
craft.

In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the intricate world of Ray
Luzier's double bass drum techniques, exploring his unique approaches to
groove, fills, and foot mechanics. Whether you're an aspiring drummer or a
seasoned pro, this in-depth analysis will provide valuable insights and
practical guidance.

Groove Foundations: The Heartbeat of the Drummers

Ray Luzier's double bass drumming is deeply rooted in a solid groove. His
ability to lock in with the bass guitar and keep the rhythm steady is
essential to the impact of his playing.
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Heel-Toe Technique:

One of Luzier's signature techniques is the heel-toe method. This involves
playing the bass drum with both the heel and the toe of the foot, creating a
steady and seamless flow of notes.

Image Alt: Ray Luzier performing the heel-toe technique on his double
bass drum kit.

Heel-Up and Heel-Down Patterns:

Luzier also employs heel-up and heel-down patterns to vary the attack and
dynamics of his grooves. In the heel-up pattern, the heel remains elevated
while the toe strikes the drumhead. In the heel-down pattern, the heel is
pressed against the drumhead.

Fills: The Art of Improvisation

Ray Luzier's fills are not only lightning-fast but also incredibly musical. He
seamlessly incorporates complex patterns and transitions into his playing,
creating a dynamic and engaging performance.

Double Bass Roll:

A staple in Luzier's arsenal is the double bass roll. This technique involves
alternating between the right and left foot at high speeds, producing a
thunderous and continuous sound.
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Image Alt: Ray Luzier demonstrating the double bass roll on his
double bass drum kit.

Ghost Notes and Flams:

Luzier often adds accents and fills using ghost notes and flams. Ghost
notes are played with a soft touch, creating a ghost-like effect. Flams are a
combination of two notes played in rapid succession, creating a "splash"
sound.

Foot Mechanics: The Power Behind the Bass

Ray Luzier's foot technique is instrumental in the precision and power of his
playing. His rigorous practice regimen has developed his feet into lightning-
fast and highly coordinated limbs.

Single Pedal Technique:

Luzier initially used single pedals on his double bass drum setup. This
technique involves using two separate pedals for each bass drum, allowing
for greater control and independence.

Image Alt: Ray Luzier using single pedals on his double bass drum
kit.

Direct Drive Pedals:

Luzier has since switched to direct drive pedals, which provide a more
direct connection between the foot and the drumhead. This allows for faster
response times and greater accuracy.



Influencing the Future: Luzier's Legacy

Ray Luzier's double bass drum techniques have left an indelible mark on
the drumming community. His innovative approaches have inspired a new
generation of drummers to explore the possibilities of double bass
drumming.

Modern Drum Kit Configurations:

Luzier's double bass drum kit setup has become a standard in modern rock
and metal music. His use of two bass drums, independently mounted on
stands, provides maximum flexibility and playing comfort.

Expanded Drumming Horizons:

Luzier's techniques have not only expanded the capabilities of double bass
drum playing but have also influenced the development of new drumming
genres. His unique grooves and fills have paved the way for more complex
and demanding drumming styles.

Ray Luzier's double bass drum techniques are a testament to his skill,
dedication, and musical vision. His innovative approaches to groove, fills,
and foot mechanics have revolutionized the art of drumming and continue
to inspire drummers worldwide.

Whether you are just starting your drumming journey or are an experienced
player looking to refine your skills, studying Ray Luzier's techniques is an
invaluable resource. By embracing his teachings and practicing diligently,
you can unleash the thunder within your drumming and elevate your
playing to new heights.
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