
The Enchanting Melody of Kongar-Ool Ondar:
A Journey into the World of Tuvan Throat
Singing
In the heart of the vast and enigmatic Siberian wilderness, amidst the
towering mountains and pristine steppes, there lived a legendary figure
whose voice captivated audiences worldwide. Kongar-Ool Ondar, the
master of Tuvan throat singing, possessed an extraordinary ability to
produce two or more distinct pitches simultaneously, leaving listeners
spellbound and yearning for more.
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Early Life and Initiation

Kongar-Ool Ondar was born in 1961 in the remote village of Tere-Khol,
nestled within the Altai Republic of Russia. From a young age, he displayed
an exceptional talent for music and a fascination with the ancient art of
throat singing, a practice passed down through generations within the
Tuvan community.

At the age of 15, Ondar embarked on a pivotal journey to become a fully
initiated throat singer. He apprenticed under legendary master singers like
Gennadiy Tumat and Valentin Saryglar, who guided him through the
rigorous training and techniques required to master this extraordinary vocal
art form.

A Voice Beyond Comparison

Through years of dedicated practice and tireless effort, Ondar developed
an unmatched voice with an astonishing range and versatility. He was
renowned for his ability to produce deep, resonant bass notes that
reverberated through the body and soaring high-pitched harmonics that
danced in the air with ethereal grace.

Ondar's exceptional talent and innovative approach to throat singing
earned him international acclaim. He toured extensively throughout the
world, captivating audiences at prestigious venues like Carnegie Hall in
New York City and the Royal Albert Hall in London. His performances were
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characterized by an otherworldly quality, transporting listeners to the
mystical landscapes of his Tuvan homeland.

Cultural Preservation and Legacy

Beyond his musical prowess, Ondar was deeply committed to preserving
and promoting the rich cultural traditions of his people. He established the
International Center for Tuvan Throat Singing in his hometown of Kyzyl,
where students from around the globe come to learn the ancient art form.

Ondar's tireless efforts to safeguard Tuvan culture earned him the
prestigious UNESCO Artist for Peace designation in 2004. His legacy
continues to inspire countless young Tuvan singers and musicians,
ensuring that the enchanting melody of throat singing will resonate through
the ages.

The Heart of Tuvan Music

Throat singing holds a profound significance within Tuvan society. It is a
means of artistic expression, a form of communication with nature, and a
way of connecting with the spiritual realm. Ondar's mastery of this ancient
art form embodied the very essence of Tuvan music.

The practice of throat singing involves manipulating the vocal cords in a
unique way, creating a resonant sound that can emulate the sounds of
nature, such as the wind whistling through the mountains or the babbling of
a river. It requires immense breath control, precise vocal technique, and a
deep understanding of the body's resonating chambers.

The Technique of Khargyraa



Ondar specialized in a particularly demanding form of throat singing known
as khargyraa. Khargyraa is characterized by a low, growling bass sound
that is produced by vibrating the vocal cords in a relaxed state while
simultaneously using the epiglottis to create high-pitched harmonics.

Mastering khargyraa requires years of rigorous practice and a great deal of
physical and mental stamina. Ondar's exceptional vocal capabilities
allowed him to effortlessly produce this mesmerizing sound, leaving
audiences in awe of his vocal prowess.

A Global Ambassador

Kongar-Ool Ondar's contributions to the world of music extended far
beyond the borders of Tuva. He was instrumental in introducing throat
singing to a global audience, sparking a newfound appreciation for this
ancient cultural practice.

Through his extensive tours, collaborations with renowned artists, and
tireless efforts to promote Tuvan music, Ondar became an ambassador for
his culture and a symbol of the boundless creativity and diversity of human
expression.

A Lasting Legacy

Tragically, Kongar-Ool Ondar passed away in 2014 at the age of 53,
leaving a profound void in the world of music. However, his legacy
continues to live on through his numerous recordings, his students, and the
countless lives he touched with his enchanting voice.

The story of Kongar-Ool Ondar is a testament to the power of music to
transcend cultural boundaries, preserve ancient traditions, and inspire the



human spirit. His extraordinary voice and unwavering passion for his art
have left an enduring mark on the world, ensuring that the enchanting
melody of Tuvan throat singing will forever captivate the hearts of music
lovers around the globe.
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The Texas Colorado River: A Vital Resource for
Central Texas Sponsored by the Meadows
Center for Water and the Environment
The Texas Colorado River is an 862-mile-long river that flows from West
Texas to the Gulf of Mexico. It is the longest river in Texas and the 18th-
longest river in the...
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Crochet Irish Projects For Beginners: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Art of Traditional
Lace
Crochet Irish lace, with its intricate patterns and delicate textures, is a
captivating form of fiber art that has graced the world of fashion and
home decor for centuries....
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