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The Wood Ibis (Mycteria americana) is a large wading bird that belongs to
the family Threskiornithidae. It is closely related to the other ibises and
spoonbills, and is one of the largest members of its family. Wood Ibises are
native to the Americas, and can be found in wetlands and swamps from the
southeastern United States to Central and South America.

Description

Wood Ibises are large birds, with a height of up to 3 feet and a wingspan of
up to 5 feet. They have long legs, a long neck, and a distinctive down-
curved bill. Their plumage is mostly white, with black tips on their wings and
tail. Adult Wood Ibises also have a bare, red face and a black stripe around
their eyes.

Juveniles are mostly brown, with white feathers on their wings and tail.
They also have a dark bill and a gray face. Wood Ibises undergo a gradual
molt to their adult plumage, and will typically reach full maturity at around 3
years of age.

Distribution and Habitat
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Wood Ibises are found in wetlands and swamps throughout the Americas.
Their range extends from the southeastern United States to Central and
South America, including Mexico, the Caribbean, and parts of South
America. Wood lbises are typically found in freshwater habitats, such as
swamps, marshes, and flooded forests. They may also be found in brackish
wetlands, such as estuaries and mangrove swamps.

Behavior

Wood Ibises are wading birds, and they spend most of their time foraging in
shallow water. They use their long legs and neck to wade through the
water, and their long, down-curved bill to probe for food in the mud. Wood
Ibises are opportunistic feeders, and they will eat a variety of aquatic
animals, including fish, frogs, insects, and crayfish.

Wood Ibises are also social animals, and they often form large flocks. They
will roost together in trees or on the ground, and they will often forage
together in groups. Wood Ibises are also known for their vocalizations,
which include a variety of grunts, whistles, and honks.

Reproduction

Wood Ibises are colonial nesters, and they build their nests in trees or
shrubs. They typically build their nests in large colonies, with hundreds or
even thousands of nests in a single tree. Wood Ibis nests are made of
sticks and twigs, and they are lined with leaves and other soft materials.

Female Wood Ibises typically lay 2 to 4 eggs per clutch. The eggs are
incubated by both parents, and they hatch after about 28 days. The chicks
are altricial, which means that they are born helpless and depend on their



parents for food and care. The chicks will remain in the nest for about 6
weeks, until they are fully feathered and able to fly.

Conservation Status

The Wood Ibis is a species of conservation concern. The population of
Wood Ibises has declined in recent years due to habitat loss and
degradation, pollution, and hunting. Wood lbises are also susceptible to
disease, and they are often killed by pesticides and other toxic chemicals.

The conservation status of the Wood Ibis is listed as "Vulnerable" by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). There are a number
of organizations that are working to protect the Wood Ibis and its habitat.
These organizations are working to educate the public about the Wood Ibis,
to restore and protect its habitat, and to reduce the threats that it faces.

The Wood Ibis is a majestic and fascinating bird that plays an important
role in the ecosystem of wetlands and swamps. These birds are a
testament to the beauty and diversity of the natural world, and they deserve
our protection. By conserving the Wood Ibis and its habitat, we can help to
ensure that future generations will be able to enjoy these incredible birds
for years to come.
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